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We would like to know your 
views on the stories featured 
in this issue of HECA News.  
 
Do you agree or disagree with 
any of the articles?  
Do you wish to make a 
comment?  
Or do you have ideas  for ways 
to improve HECA News?  
Whatever your thoughts, we 
would like to hear from you!  
 
Email your bright ideas 
to: 
LucyW@enactenergy.com 

What do you think?  

HECA News 
March 2009  

A new taskforce launched on 23rd 
March will help the government 
and the not-for-profit sector to 
tackle climate change and 
environmental issues.  

The group will be jointly chaired by 
Defra, Department of Energy and 
Climate Change and Cabinet Office 
ministers and third sector 
representatives. 
 
The group aims to identify specific 
actions that Government and the third 
sector can take together to tackle climate 
change, environmental problems and 
sustainable development more broadly.  
 
The Department for Communities and 
Local Government will also be 
represented on the taskforce. Third 
sector co-chairs will be nominated at the 
first meeting.  
 
The taskforce was announced as part of 
Defra's Third Sector Strategy in 
November 2008.  
 
It is a unique opportunity for third 
sector leaders to come together to 
develop an action plan to raise the  

awareness and profile of climate change 
in the sector and to influence third sector 
and government action.  
 
The partnership will seek to increase the 
volume of activity in the sector on climate 
change, sustainability and environmental 
issues and will use the third sector 
network and contacts with communities 
to raise awareness and encourage action. 
 
Such action includes helping people to be 
more energy efficient in their homes, 
creating low carbon neighbourhoods or 
towns or encouraging participation in 
environmental volunteering programmes.  

It will also look at how Government and 
the third sector can do more to connect 
with specific sectors of the community 
and how Government can best support 
the work of third sector organisations on 
these issues.  
 
A diverse membership representing the 
full spectrum of third sector organisations 
- from all interest areas, not just the 
environment, and of all sizes - is crucial to 
the success of the taskforce.  

Applications for membership of the 
taskforce are now invited from third 
sector organisations. Specialist 
contributors will also be invited to 
participate on an ad hoc basis as required.  

The recruitment process is being 
coordinated by Green Alliance and the 
National Council for Voluntary  

Continued on page 2...  

"... USE THE THIRD SECTOR 
NETWORK AND CONTACTS 

WITH COMMUNITIES TO RAISE 
AWARENESS AND ENCOURAGE 

ACTION - SUCH AS HELPING 
PEOPLE TO BE MORE ENERGY 
EFFICIENT IN THEIR HOMESò.  
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Organisations (NCVO) who will 
provide the secretariat for the 
taskforce. 
 
DECC Minister Joan Ruddock said: 
"Climate change is the most important 
challenge facing our society.  
 
Unchecked, it will have major impacts 
on individuals and communities, and 
on the interests of third sector 
organisations. We can tackle it, but 
only if all parts of society are mobilised 
to act. This new task force is part of 
making that happen."  
 
This new taskforce is welcomed by all 
involved, as it aims to reach and 
engage with communities through a 
medium that is easily accessible and 
trustworthy ðthe third sector.  

 

Source: NDS, 23/03/09  

 

NI 187 - Tackling Fuel 
Poverty 
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The researcher from Helsinki 
University of Technology says that 
with the right level of political 
support and financial investment, 
renewables can outstrip previous 
predictions.  

The investment needed totals around 
ú10-20 billion a year, says Lund, a 
fraction of the investment being 
ploughed into economic recovery 
programmes. 

The right support and deployment 
programme could mean that wind 
power breaks even in 2020-2025 and 
solar power in 2030 ï replacing 
traditional, cheaper energy sources 
like fossil fuels. 

But the expansion of wind power will 
require research into better turbines, 
offshore deployment and how best to 
integrate wind energy into existing 
infrastructure, added Erik Lundtang 
Petersen of Risø in Denmark. 
 

Source: Energy Efficiency News, 
19/03/09  

These 
vulnerable 
individuals 
who cannot 
afford to 
keep warm 
are living in 
cold homes, 
which damages their health and 
affects their quality of life.  
 
It is the Governmentôs aim to 
ensure as far as reasonably 
practicable, people in England do 
not live in fuel poverty after 2016.  
 
To meet this target, it is important 
address the causes of fuel poverty 
and monitor progress.  
 
The problem of fuel poverty in the 
UK is threefold, mainly the result of 
poor home energy efficiency, low 
incomes and high energy prices.  
 
NI187 has therefore been designed 
to measure the proportion of 
households on income related 
benefits for whom an energy 
assessment of their housing has 
been carried out and have a SAP of 
below 35 or greater than 65.  
 
This is ensuring energy efficiency is 
tackled in the most energy 
inefficient households (SAP less 
than 35) and also measures 
progress towards achieving a SAP 
of 65, which could potentially fuel 
poverty proof a home.  
 
Progress towards Government 
targets is monitored through 
annual reports, as commitment to 
assessing the impact of 
programmes on fuel poverty 
strengthens. 
 
These reports and further 
information can be found at: 
www.defra.gov.uk/
environment/climatechange/
uk/household/fuelpoverty/  

 

Source:  Defra,  29/01/09  
 

How is your authority coping 
in the fight against fuel 
poverty?  Email us: 
LucyW@enactenergy.com 

Renewables Could Meet 

40% of Global Electricity 

Needs by 2050 

He says 
they could 
supply 40% 
of the 
worldôs 
electricity 
by 2050. 
 
ñIf we prioritize and recognize the 
value of renewable energy 
technologies, their potential to supply 
us with the energy we need is 
tremendous,ò he said in an address to 
the International Scientific Congress 
on Climate Change: Global Risks, 
Challenges & Decisions. 

Other projections of the potential of 
renewables have suggested a share of 
only 12% of global electricity demand 
by 2030. 

ñIF WE PRIORITISE AND 
RECOGNISE THE VALUE OF 

RENEWABLE ENERGY 
TECHNOLOGIES, THEIR 

POTENTIAL TO SUPPLY US 
WITH THE ENERGY WE 
NEED IS TREMENDOUSò  

The most widely accepted definition 
of a fuel poor household is one which 
needs to spend more than 10% of 
its income on fuel to maintain an 
adequate heating regime.  
 
Those struggling to afford what 
many of us take for granted are often 
the old, children, and those who are 
disabled or have a long-term illness. 

Previous estimates of the 
potential of renewable 
technologies like wind and 
photovoltaics are wrong, says 
Finnish researcher Peter Lund  

NI187 measures progress in 
tackling fuel poverty through 
the improved energy efficiency 
of households inhabited by 
people claiming income related 
benefits.  

http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/climatechange/uk/household/fuelpoverty/
http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/climatechange/uk/household/fuelpoverty/
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joined by many more individuals 
who may at present be óunmindfulô 
of the sizeable challenge that the 
environment presents, and how 
humans need to óact on itô . 
 
A growth in green jobs will place 
more people in the mindset of 
green thinking, green action and 
green change, which can only 
boost the ópeople powerô required 
to make an environmental 
difference.  
 
It is now vital that the spoken 
word is acted on, and that, in 
particular for us, the UK takes the 
leap and the government makes a 
significant investment in 
renewables and an energy efficient 
future - and now, as a matter of 
urgency.  
 
We are already in a position of 
playing ócatch-upô with other 
countries who have made such 
investments, and so must see big 
ôgreenô steps now.   

The prime 
minister called for 
an international 
"green new 
deal" to boost the 
environmental 
sector and help lift the global 
economy out of recession. 

This will increase "confidence and 
certainty", he added. 
 
But unions and environmental 
groups called for more funding for 
green projects, along with better 
regulation.  

The government has set a target of 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
by 80% from 1990 levels by 2050. 
 
Mr Brown used the meeting to 
release independent research which, 
it is claimed, shows a total of 1.3 
million people will be employed in 
the environmental sector by 2017 - 
representing an annual growth rate of 
5%. 
 
He said more and more countries 
were already including "green" 
measures in their fiscal stimulus 
packages. 

Mr Brown said that, during his talks 
this week with US President Barack 
Obama in Washington, they agreed 
on the "imperative" of investing in 
cleaner technologies to create jobs 
and growth. 
 
"We know that the more we are able  
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Brown Calls for     
óGreen New Dealô 

to co-ordinate these measures 
internationally, the more confidence and 
certainty we will build and the more 
investment we will be able to bring 
forward," he said. 

"That's why I want to create a global 
'green new deal' that will pave the way 
for a low-carbon recovery and to help us 
build tomorrow's green economy today." 
 
The Renewable Energy Association 
called for £625m in "green stimulus 
money".  

Director -general Philip Wolfe said: 
"Other countries have already 
committed huge sums to renewables as 
part of their stimulus packages, not just 
because renewables tackle the twin 
threats of climate change and energy 
security, but because they also offer the 
technological stimulus needed in a 
recession to create high-value jobs and 
enterprise. 

"It is vital for the UK to stage a 
sustainable economic recovery and our 
investment package is an essential first 
step towards that." 
 

Source: BBC, 06/03/09  

Moving the UK to a low-carbon 
economy will create 400,000 
new jobs over the next eight 
years, Gordon Brown has told a 
summit in London.  

ñ...1.3 MILLION PEOPLE 
WILL BE EMPLOYED IN THE 

ENVIRONMENTAL SECTOR 
BY 2017 ð AN ANNUAL 
GROWTH RATE OF 5%ò 

The Awards were presented by the 
Minister for Social Development ,  

Continued on page 4... 
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What do you think? 
Email us !  

 

Views on the News... 

Enactôs Viewpoint... 

 

It is promising to think 
that the ócrisisô 
conditions  of a global 
economic downturn, 

have led to a decision which creates an 
opportunity for a ógreener futureô.   
 
Green jobs  provide the  solution to the 
current top two global priorities;  the lift 
out of recession, and a drastic reduction 
in carbon emissions. Seeking to solve 
both issues in combination, sets ógreenô 
foundations for the future economy, and 
provides realistic hope for ósavingô 
people currently struggling in the 
economic climate, as well as for ósavingô 
our planet. 
 
It maybe easy for us who currently work 
in the bubble of energy efficiency and 
the environment to appreciate the 
potential importance of this ógreenô 
move, but it looks likely that we will be  

The Housing Executive as 
Home Energy Conservation 
Authority for Northern 
Ireland hosted their first 
Home Energy Awards at the 
Stormont Hotel on 18 
February 2009.   

If you would like to make a 
comment about any article 

featured in this issue of 
HECA News you can email us  
at: LucyW@enactenergy.com 
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Margaret Ritchie MLA.  
 
The Awards which showcase the best 
energy efficient projects within the 
housing market were sponsored by the 
Northern Ireland Authority for Utility 
Regulation, Phoenix Natural Gas, 
Firmus Energy, Action Renewables, 
the Energy Saving Trust and NIE 
Energy.  
 
The Northern Investing for Health 

Partnershipôs 
óWarmer Ways to 
Better   Healthô 
initiative won the 
prize for óMost 
Innovative Fuel 
Poverty Schemeô. 

It was chosen for its ability to target 
people facing fuel poverty across the 
Northern Health & Social Services 
Board area.  
 
Creggan Country Park, Derry won the 
prize for óMost 
Energy Efficient 
Initiative ï  
Community 
Groupsô.  It was 
chosen for its 
innovative idea for reducing the local 
communityôs carbon footprint whilst 
encouraging environmental awareness 
through environmental education.   
 
Margaret Ritchie, Social Development 
Minister said:  
 
ñI would like to congratulate the 
companies and organisations honored 
today for their work in improving 
energy efficiency and tackling fuel 
poverty.  It is evident that there is a 
lot of good work being done in the 
Energy Efficiency sector and it is right 
that these efforts are being recognised 
today.ò  
 
There were five categories open to 
anyone involved in schemes in the 
public and private sector, and each 
winner was presented with a specially 
commissioned ceramic platter made 
by local artist Diane McCormick  . 
 

Source: NIHE, 06/03/09  
 

Enact Down  
Under... 
Since the start of  the 
Enact expansion into 
Australia, the team has covered 
some  considerable ground, setting 
up three new offices in Sydney 
(H.O) and Melbourne, and a 
further three virtual offices in 
Brisbane, Perth and Adelaide. The 
team has grown organically, to very 
healthy numbers, and will continue 
to grow as time goes on.   
 
The Green Project, which reflects 
the Heat Project but with many 
additional energy saving measures 
and technologies, is up and 
running, with the website live and 
generating interest. 
 
For more information about the 
Green Project visit:  
www.greenproject.com.au  
 
Comic Relief  
Enact joined in with ódoing 
something funny for moneyô 
and raised a staggering £1,000 
during a day of fundraising on 
Friday 13th March!  

This is a follow-up reminder about  
Eastleigh Councilôs free minibus 
tours of the sustainable energy 
installations in its borough.   
 
The tours are open to staff and 
Councillors of local authorities 
throughout Britain, are completely 
free of charge, and include lunch.  
If space allows, requests from non-
local authority staff will be 
considered.   Dates of forthcoming 
tours are: 22 April and 11 June. 
 
Contact Jane Altounyan, the 
Beacon Council Coordinator, on 
023 8068 8274 or visit: 
www.eastleigh.gov.uk/beacon2008  

Enact Energy News 

Upcoming Events 

 

 For more information about 
new Enact projects or 

developments, visit 
www.enactenergy.com 

for updates 

  
For more information on our services 
please call us on 0870 442 7601 or 
view our website 
www.enactenergy.com. Alternatively 
email us at info@enactenergy.com 

The whole Enact 
team, in-office and 
out on the road, 
have been 
submerged in 
activity. The 
meeting  held at 
Worcester Bosch 

and attended by Tesco and Enact 
assessors on 12th March was a 
great success and an enjoyable 
day of team bonding. 
 

Enact & Tesco at Industry Oscars 
Enact has been shortlisted 
for its partnering initiative 
with Tesco in the high 
profile H&V News Awards. 
 
The shortlisting is in 
recognition of the strong 

working relationship that the two 
organisations have developed in order 
to deliver the Tesco Home Insulation 
Service.  
 
Tesco Home Insulation Service  
April 2009 will see  the 
start of a structured plan to 
raise the profile of the 
Tesco Home Insulation 
Service. Enact looks 
forward to the consequential rise in 
public interest, and the potential to 
help many more UK residents insulate 
their homes at hugely discounted 
prices, or even for free. 
 
Heat Project 

The Heat Project mailing 
campaign and relevant 
Heat Project marketing 
activity continues, 

encouraging residents to seek grant 
assisted, or free insulation.   
 
As the temperature outside begins to 
rise, it is protection from high energy 
bills rather than the cold that many 
will be looking forward to upon taking 
advantage of the Heat Projectôs help. 

http://www.eastleigh.gov.uk/beacon2008
http://www.enactenergy.com

