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Strong Energy and 
Climate Progress in 
2008 ðbut 2009 is 

Crunch Year for Climate 
Change, says Miliband  
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We would like to know your 
views on the stories featured in 
this issue of HECA News .  
 
Do you agree or disagree with 
any of the articles?  
Do you simply wish to make a 
comment?  
Or do you have ideas  for ways 
to improve HECA News?  
 
Whatever your thoughts, we 
would like to hear from you!  
 
 
Email your bright ideas to:  
LucyW@enactenergy.com  

What do you think?  

HECA News 
January 2009  

In a year which saw the creation of 
the new Department of Energy and 
Climate Change (DECC), the UK is 
continuing to lead the world in 
securing a clean, affordable energy 
supply and cutting greenhouse gas 
emissions.  

Energy and Climate Change Secretary 
Ed Miliband said 2008 was an historic 
year for confronting the twin challenges 
of developing a low-carbon economy and 
combating climate change, thanks to the 
agreement on European energy and 
emission targets, the passing of the 
world -first Climate Change Act, and 
strong growth in the UK renewable 
industry.  
He said:  
"We have seen significant progress 
during 2008 in our goals of developing 
secure, affordable and clean energy, and 
tackling the threat of global warming. In 
2009, the world will meet again to agree 
a new international deal on climate 
change, while in the UK we will be laying 
out the groundwork for long -term 
energy efficiency improvements and 
carbon reduction measuresò.  
 
"However 2009 will be a crucial year  

when it comes to negotiating a 
meaningful, binding climate change deal 
in Copenhagen. There is still much to be 
done, but I'm confident we can achieve a 
global deal."  

Ed Miliband also commented on the top 
10 achievements  for the new DECC  in 
2008:  

1. Climate Change Act  
The UK became the first country in the 
world to introduce a legally -binding 
framework to cut greenhouse gas 
emissions.  
2. Energy and Planning Acts  
Together these two Acts will help reduce 
carbon emissions, remove barriers to 
industry to invest in important new 
infrastructure, and offer incentives to 
householders and communities to use 
energy more efficiently and generate low-
carbon heat and energy.  
3.  A European deal for 2020  
The UK Government played a leading role 
in European negotiations towards a 2020 
package, agreed in December. The 
agreement will see Europe cut emissions 
by 20%, increase energy efficiency by 20%, 
and source 20% of its energy from 
renewables - all by 2020.  
4. World's first auction of carbon  
allowances  
2008 saw the beginning of Phase II of the 
European Emission Trading Scheme. This 
scheme covers around 50 per cent of all 
UK emissions and sets a cap on emissions 
from large industrial including energy 
generators, chemical plants and cement 
manufacturers.   

Continued on page 2... 

"WE HAVE SEEN SIGNIFICANT 
PROGRESS DURING 2008 IN 

OUR GOALS OF DEVELOPING 
SECURE, AFFORDABLE AND 

CLEAN ENERGY, AND 
TACKLING THE THREAT OF 

GLOBAL WARMINGò.  
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...continued from page 1 
5. UK becomes world leader in  
offshore wind power   
In October this year the UK overtook 
Denmark to become the world's number 
one for wind farms built offshore.  
6. Clean, green international  
energy deals  
Prime Minister Gordon Brown and Ed  

Miliband visited the Gulf states in 
November, where the UK signed an 
agreement to help secure our energy 
supplies, and pump millions of 
pounds into the green revolution.                         
7. Diversifying the UK gas supply  
This year saw the first shipment of 
Liquefied Natural Gas arrive at the Isle 
of Grain in a tanker the size of two 
football pitches, and consent granted for 
a huge offshore gas storage project 
where gas can be kept in tardis-like 
pods.  
8. Smart meters to be rolled out  
Households and small businesses will 
benefit from the decision to go ahead 
with a full roll -out of smart meters for 
both electricity and gas meters. This will 
mean the end of estimated bills for 
millions of energy customers.     
9. Helping 
householders 
keep  
warm and 
bringing down   
energy bills  
Vulnerable and 
elderly 
householders will benefit after the 
government took steps this year to 
increase funding to fuel poverty 
programmes.  
10. More people opting to ACT 
ON CO2 and reduce their carbon 
footprint.  
A year since its launch, in June 2008, 
the carbon footprint calculator received 
its 1 millionth unique visitor.  

 

Source: NDS, 27/12/2008  

 

Council Hails Carbon 
Cuts Savings  
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carbon emissions are produced by 
our housing, and with the 
Government committed to reducing 
carbon emissions by 80 per cent by 
2050, both existing and new homes 
must become more carbon efficient.  
 
The Government has already set out 
its plans to make all new homes zero  
carbon by 2016 and this new 
consultation process, running until 
March 2009, will enable the detailed 
requirements to be set.  
 
The consultation proposes a system 
that both meets our green objectives 
and recognises the difficult economic 
conditions facing the housing 
industry.  

This includes:  
-  requiring a greatly increased level 
of energy efficiency in the fabric of 
new homes.  
 

-  setting a minimum level of carbon 
reduction that developers must 
achieve on the site of the housing 
development, such as through 
improved insulation, or providing 
onsite renewable energy.  
 

-  requiring developers to tackle the 
remaining carbon emissions of the 
new homes, by choosing measures 
from a list of "allowable solutions", 
such as providing energy efficient 
appliances with the home or 
exporting low and zero carbon heat 
and cooling to surrounding 
developments. 
  
-  setting a limit on the amount 
expected to be spent on these 
allowable solutions, to provide the 
house-building industry certainty 
over maximum costs of the policy.  
 

-  reviewing the list of allowable 
solutions in 2012 to ensure they will 
be sufficiently available within the 
cost limit that has been set and to 
check whether the proposed list of 
allowable solutions needs to be 
updated.  

Source: NDS, 17/12/2008 

 
 
 

Stockton-
on-Tees 
Borough 
Council 
pledged to 
cut 
emissions 
by 25% by 
2013 but says it has already 
managed a 3% reduction in the 
first six months of a campaign. 
 
The authority said a range of 
measures, including the use of 
biofuels in council vehicles and 
better insulation in buildings was 
responsible. 
A spokeswoman said staff had 
"really embraced" the campaign. 

Cabinet member for the 

environment, Jennie Beaumont, 

added: 

"In the six months since our 
campaign was launched, we have 
already reduced our carbon output 
by 3%ò. 
 
"This equates to £120,000 of saved  
money or 125,000 treesò. 
 
"It is a great achievement to reduce 
emissions by 3% in such a short 
space of time, and I'm confident 
that with more hard work and 
commitment, we can meet our 
targetsò. 
 
"Staff have really embraced our 
carbon reduction campaign and 
making small changes to their 
working practices which are 
collectively having a huge impact 
on our carbon output."  

Source: BBC, 01/01/2009 
Housing Minister Margaret Beckett 
has set out the Government's propos-
als for making all new homes zero car-
bon from 2016.  
More than 25 per cent of the UK's  

A council on Teesside claims 
to have saved £120,000 in just 
six months by cutting down on 
its carbon emissions. 

New Proposals to Make 

the 2016 Zero Carbon 

Homes Target a Reality  

"GREAT ACHIEVEMENTò 

"MORE THAN 25%OF THE 
UKôS CARBON EMISSIONS 

ARE PRODUCED BY OUR 
HOUSING"  

Would you like to see your 
councilôs achievements  
reported here? Email us!  
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We all have a part to play in 
working towards an energy 
efficient and fuel -poverty free 
future.  
 
Enact for one tries hard to inform 
UK households of the grants 
available to help  insulate the 
lofts and cavity walls of their 
home, or the free insulation 
service available to the most 
vulnerable residents. 
 
Such measures drastically 
improve home energy efficiency; 
without breaking the bank.  
 

What do you think?  
If you want to make a comment 
on the above article, or any item 
covered in this issue, email us at:  
LucyW@enactenergy.com  

 

The criticism 
by Age 
Concern and 
fuel charity 
National 
Energy 
Action comes 
as the UK has 

been experiencing some of its coldest 
weather in years.  
 
Bills have gone up by an average of 
40% since January last year, and 
prices are unlikely to fall until the 
autumn.  
 
The government says it has already 
increased cold weather payments and 
winter fuel payments for pensioners.  
But, Age Concern said the government 
is failing to meet its own targets for 
ending fuel poverty.  

Charity spokesman Patrick South said 
the government was not helping 
enough people move out of fuel 
poverty - where more than 10% of 
income is spent on gas and electricity.  
He said: "The government is clearly 
failing in its responsibility to protect 
the poorest and most vulnerable 
customersò.  
 
"Ed Miliband, the energy secretary, 
has said that it's shameful that the UK 
has such high levels of fuel poverty, 
but so far we've not seen any firm 
action from the government to back 
those kind of statements up."  
 
Jenny Saunders, chief executive of 
NEA told the BBC:  
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World Needs Radical 
Cuts on CO2  

 

Warning of Fuel  
Poverty Failure  

Views on the News....  

"For those who are very vulnerable - 
older people, families with young 
children - they are feeling this cold  
weather particularly hard and their   
energy bills have gone up since last 
January by an average of £360.  
"We recommend the winter fuel 
payment be extended to the 1.6m 
families with children, or where there 
is a member of the family disabled."  
 
Consumer advocacy group Consumer 
Focus said it was crucial to improve 
the energy efficiency of the nations 
homes in order to reduce people's 
reliance on fuel companies.  
 
Jonathan Stearn of Consumer Focus 
told the BBC:  
"In Sweden this idea of fuel poverty 
doesn't exist, they don't know about it 
because their homes are energy 
efficient."  
  
Energy Minister Mike O'Brien told the 
BBC:  
"Our message to the energy companies 
in a series of meetings we've had with 
them has been very clear: we expect 
them to get down their prices."  

 

Source: BBC, 10/01/2009 

 
 
Enactôs Viewpoint... 

 

Fuel poverty, and 
government action to 
eradicate it, was a burning issue in last 
monthôs issue of HECA news, and it is 
likely to remain a burning issue until 
the day fuel poverty no longer exists in 
the UK.  
 
The  criticisms of the government in 
the above article  are the result of 
frustration at an apparent lack of action 
and progress, by a body that has the 
overall  power to make a difference. 
 
However we should not lose sight of  
the fact that help for those in fuel 
poverty does exist, and it is up to all of 
us; the government, the energy 
companies, the consumer and 
independent organisations like Enact, 
to make sure this information gateway 
is available to people that are prepared 
to utilize it.  

The government has been 
accused of failing to protect the 
poorest and most vulnerable 
from high energy bills.  

"IN SWEDEN THIS IDEA OF 
FUEL POVERTY DOESNôT 

EXIST, THEY DONôT KNOW 
ABOUT IT BECAUSE THEIR 

HOMES ARE ENERGY 
EFFICIENT"  

More carbon 
dioxide needs 
to be absorbed 
than emitted 
by 2050 in or-
der to prevent 
catastrophic 
climate 
change.  
That is the 
conclusion of a 
report by the Worldwatch Insti-
tute which urges bigger cuts in 
greenhouse emissions.  
 
But...  the authors add that it is 
still possible to arrest and man-
age climate change with renew-
able technologies and more effi-
cient ways of living.  
"Sealing the deal to save the 
global climate will require mass 
public support and worldwide 
political will to shift to renewable 
energy, new ways of living, and a 
human scale that matches the 
atmosphere's limits," said Robert 
Engelman, vice president for pro-
grammes at the Worldwatch In-
stitute.  

Source: BBC, 14/01/2009 
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Enact Down 
Under...  
The new 
Australian 
subsidiary Enact 
Energy Pty Ltd, 
based in Sydney, 
Victoria,  is 
celebrating after signing its first 
contract with an energy retailer. Enact 
will assist this energy retailer in 
achieving its energy saving target by 
focussing on CO2 savings in domestic 
homes. This achievement comes just 
before the launch of Enactôs Australian 
scheme, the Green Project. This 
scheme will reflect the UK Heat 
Project, but with additional home 
energy saving measures and 
technologies besides insulation, such 
as low energy light globes and low flow 
shower heads.   
Visit: www.enactenergy.com.au  
 
The Heat Project   
The Heat Project, 
working in 
conjunction with 
UK Local 
Authorities that 
endorse the 
scheme, will be targeting around 
1,500,000 Heat Project mailings to all 
UK households 
over the coming months.  
 
These mail-shots will begin dropping 
on door mats from this month, on the 
19th January, and will continue until 
around May time. They are intended to 
actively inform and promote the grant 
assisted loft and cavity wall insulation 
service available to homeowners, 
private tenants and residential 
landlords .  
 
This inclusive mailing will also 
enlighten vulnerable customers, such 
as those on certain benefits, and the 
over 70s, of the free insulation service 
they are entitled to. 
Visit: www.heatproject.co.uk 
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Happy New Year 
from all at Enact!  
It has been a busy 
start to the year for 
Enact, with plans 
for development 
and progression of 
Enact managed 
schemes already 
underway for 2009.                                

 
Tesco Home Insulation Service  

Tesco Home 
Insulation 
Service has 

demonstrated its commitment to a 
green future by playing a key role in 
creating ñgreen jobsò that Prime 
Minister Gordon Brown recently 
announced were an important 
requirement for tackling climate 
change and the economic downturn.  
 
The service created 100 new ôgreenô 
jobs across the UK in 2008 and is 
expected to create the same in 2009. 
In addition to this, Tesco Insulation is 
indirectly supporting the jobs of small 
and medium sized insulation 
installers, who may otherwise be 
struggling in the current economic 
climate.   
 
At a time when many industries are 
suffering the repercussions of this 
ócredit-crunchô, and downfall into 
recession, Tesco Insulation is able to 
offer a little economic relief for some, 
as well as a green-growth opportunity, 
which can tackle, 
and reduce the 
effects of climate 
change. Enact is 
proud to work 
alongside Tesco 
in this successful 
venture. 
Visit:  
www.tesco.com/insulation  

For more information on our services 
please call us on 0870 442 7601 or 
view our website 
www.enactenergy.com. Alternatively 
email us at info@enactenergy.com 

Inaugural 
Assessor 
Meeting -  
3rd February 
2009  
 
Enact is gathering all of its 
Domestic Energy Efficiency 
Assessors together next month for 
an inaugural meeting at Worcester 
Bosch Headquarters.  
 
The event will give the assessors a 
chance to meet other members of 
the Enact team, including some of 
the directors, and the assessment 
administrators based at Enactôs 
Head Office in Cornwall. 
 
The day will offer an opportunity 
for the team to get to know each 
other; hopefully having a very 
positive impact on future working 
relationships, and giving a boost to 
the teamôs capacity to work in 
unison, towards the same goals - 
energy efficient homes and a 
reduction in CO2 emissions.... 
ultimately reducing the effects of 
climate change. 
  
Any upcoming events you 
would like to see reported in 
HECA News? Contact us!  

Enact Energy News  Upcoming Events  

 

 For more information 
about new Enact projects or 

developments, visit 
www.enactenergy.com  

for updates  

  

Ever wondered where HECA News 
comes from? Below is a photo of 
our offices, located on Tolvaddon 
Energy Park, near Camborne, in 
Cornwall.  
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