
With parts of Europe baking in a heatwave, while parts of England are experi-
encing their worst flooding for 60 years, it is tempting to ascribe this extreme 
weather to climate change. 
 

But climate scientists are reluctant to make this link. "You can say that due to 
the Earth getting warmer there will be on average more extreme events," said 
Dr Malcolm Haylock, an expert on climate extremes, "but you can't attribute 
any specific event to climate change."  
 

This month, hundreds of people have died in a heatwave that has swept across 
south-eastern Europe. Wildfires have raged across Greece, confounding attempts to contain 
them.  
 

Meanwhile, severe floods have brought chaos to parts of England, forcing 
hundreds of homes to be evacuated.  
 

There is a growing consensus, based on past climate records and other 
data, that greenhouse gas emissions are warming the Earth's climate. Many 
climate scientists now believe the data points to global temperatures rising 
by between 1.1C and 6.4C by the end of this century.  
 

But as far as the droughts and floods are concerned, climate scientists have found it more diffi-
cult to attribute long-term trends in rainfall to human activities. European weather is affected by 
a climate system called the North Atlantic Oscillation. This describes changes in atmospheric 
pressure at sea level as measured over Iceland and over the Azores.  
 

"Over the last 50 years or so, there's been a trend to lower pressures over Iceland and higher pressures over the Azores in winter, 
although this trend has reduced in recent years," said Dr Haylock, who works for re-insurer PartnerRe in Zurich, Switzerland, and is 
formerly of the University of East Anglia's Climatic Research Unit, UK.  
 

The impact of this climate system reaches from the upper atmosphere to the bottom of the ocean.  
But its most obvious impact over the last half century is a trend towards drier conditions in southern Europe and more extreme rain-
fall in northern Europe during winter.  
 

Its effects during other seasons, such as summer, are not as clear. Local weather systems seem to play a larger role here. 
Dr Haylock said that recent changes in the North Atlantic Oscillation could not be linked to human-induced climate change.  
Scientists simply do not have the long-term measurements to say either way.  
 

On the other hand, there is a growing consensus that the recent changes in the North Atlantic Oscillation will continue in the future, 
leading to winter storms in Europe tending to move further north and drier conditions in southern Europe.  
 

Computer models suggest that, as the climate gets hotter over the coming decades, the available water in the landmass of Europe 
may be reduced.  
 

This may in turn have knock on effects for global temperatures.  
Source: BBC News - 25/07/07 
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On Page 2  
 

�� Tougher carbon targets law 
urged 

 

�� Curry launch energy saving 
plug adapter 

 

�� Scottish Power to burn en-
ergy crops 

 
  

On Page 3 
 

�� 10 year climate model un-
veiled 

 

�� Paper battery offers new 
power 

 
 

On Page 4 - Enact Energy 
 
 

�� FREE Benefit Mailings 
 

�� Millions of RSL Funding  
 

�� Benefits of the Heat Project 

Enact Energy and its award winning Heat Project is currently under going a re-brand over the next few months in preparation of the 
Carbon Emissions Reduction Target (CERT).  Enact Energy was formed in 1996 and the Heat Project was designed a year later in 
1997 and has been a leader in the energy efficiency industry, administrating grants for loft and cavity wall insulation as well as re-
newable forms of energy. 
 

How ever we feel that it is time for a change and therefore we intend to launch the new branding in the Autumn with a sneak pre-
view showing planned at the NEA conference on 17th - 19th September.  Enact would like to welcome you to our stand and share a 
glass of wine to toast a new beginning. If you endorse the Heat Project by the end of August you could attend for FREE! 
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Currys has 
launched a new 
product that prom-
ises to cut average 
household energy 
consumption by up to 10%.  
 
The SMJ Energy Saving Plug 
Adaptor totally cuts the power to 
electrical products left on standby 
while still allowing them to be 
switched on and off using a re-
mote control.  
 
Currys estimates that more than 
half of all household electrical 
items now have standby buttons.  
 
Recent Government reports esti-
mate that standby buttons waste 
up to 800,000 tonnes of carbon 
every year; enough to fill the new 
Wembley stadium 450 times.  
 
In addition to the environmental 
impact, the financial cost of 
standby buttons adds up to ap-
proximately £660 million a year.  
 
The adaptor is available exclu-
sively at Currys, for £9.99 

Source: Pocket-Lint.co.uk - 30/07/07 

The government's proposals to tackle climate 
change need to be tougher and legally enforceable, 
say MPs and peers.  
 

Their report said the target of a minimum 60% cut 
in carbon emissions by 2050 may not be adequate.  
 

International aviation emissions should be included 
in targets and there should be a cap on the use of 
"carbon credits" to meet them, the joint committee 
said. The government said it was on track to beat its 
targets and the aim of a 60% cut was being kept 
under review.  
 

The report backed the government's five-yearly 
carbon targets, but said there should be annual 
"milestones" and reports. Both the Tories and the 
Lib Dems have called for annual carbon targets.  
 

The government's proposals to tackle climate 
change need to be tougher and legally enforceable, 
say MPs and peers. Their report said the target of a 
minimum 60% cut in carbon emissions by 2050 
may not be adequate.  
 

International aviation emissions should be included 
in targets and there should be a cap on the use of 
"carbon credits" to meet them, the joint committee 
said.  
 

The government said it was on track to beat its 
targets and the aim of a 60% cut was being kept 
under review. The report backed the government's 
five-yearly carbon targets, but said there should be 
annual "milestones" and reports. Both the Tories 
and the Lib Dems have called for annual carbon 
targets.  
 

The joint committee on climate change was exam-

ining the government's draft Climate Change Bill - 
which ministers say shows Britain is "leading by 
example".  
 

It sets out plans to reduce carbon emissions by a 
minimum of 60%, from the 1990 base level, by 
2050 - and sets an interim target of "at least 26% 
but not more than 32%" by 2020.  
 

The committee said that the 32% upper limit on 
carbon reductions should be removed, as there was 
no "compelling reason" for it. And it expressed 
"surprise" that the government intended to buy 
foreign carbon credits to meet 70% of its emission 
savings under the EU emissions trading scheme. It 
says there should be an "absolute cap" on their use, 
saying: "The bill as currently drafted would still 
theoretically allow all the savings to be made exter-
nally to the UK, notably in developing countries, 
and thereby postponing the decarbonisation of the 
UK economy." 
 

Friends of the Earth campaigns director Mike 
Childs said the draft bill had to be strengthened. 
"The government must listen, it must include inter-
national aviation in the emissions reductions targets 
and it must set a higher target to cut emissions 
based on the latest scientific evidence," he said.  
 

Martin Harper, head of sustainable development at 
conservation charity the RSPB, said the target 
should be 80% not 60% to stop temperatures rising 
too quickly. But Environment Secretary Hilary 
Benn said the UK should be proud of its record on 
tackling climate change and that it was on track to 
go beyond its targets���

Source: BBC News - 03/08/07 
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Energy supplier Scottish Power today announced 
plans to burn 250,000 tonnes of crops at its coal-fired 
power stations in Cockenzie and Longannet.  

The project will use about 12 per cent of Scotland's 
total agricultural land - around 35,000 hectares - and 
cut the company's coal requirement by five per cent by 2013. The com-
pany said the move would reduce carbon emissions by up to 300,000 
tonnes a year.  

But environmental campaigners said they were in two minds about the 
scheme because it would take over so much land which could be used 
for growing food.  

A spokesman for Friends of the Earth Scotland said: "Switching to en-
ergy crops will have a role to play in reducing Scotland's emissions, but 
it is very important that we fully consider wider implications of using 
high amounts agricultural land to feed power stations rather than peo-
ple."  

He said the current pressure for buying local food could mean more land 
being brought back into use for food growing, cutting down on food 
miles.  

And he said "biomass" fuels such as crops were often better suited to 

small-scale use.  

"Ideally, this kind of fuel should be used locally to generate heat not just 
electricity because big old power stations such as Longannet are very 
inefficient."  

Scottish Power is offering long-term contracts to farmers to grow the 
required crops - special non-edible varieties of wheat or barley and short 
rotational crop such as willow coppice.  

And it said most of the crops could be grown on "set-aside" land - where 
farmers are paid not to grow anything - and so should not reduce the 
growing of crops for food.  

A Scottish Power spokesman said: "There are about 70,000 hectares of 
set-aside land in Scotland - this land is not being used for anything. And 
we are looking for about 35,000 hectares."  

Energy crops provide carbon-neutral fuel because the CO2 released 
when the crop is burned is equal to the CO2 captured as the plant is 
grown.  

ScottishPower already burns carbon-neutral biomass, such as wood, at 
the coal-fired power stations. But this material is currently imported 
from Latvia and other countries.  

Source: Scotsman.com - 19/07/07 



Scientists say they 
have developed a 
model to predict 
how ocean cur-
rents, as well as 
human activities, 
will affect tem-
peratures over the next decade.  
 

By including short-term natural events, 
such as El Nino, a UK team says it is able 
to offer 10-year projections. Models have 
previously focused on how the globe will 
warm over a century. Writing in Science, 
Met Office researchers project that at least 
half of the years between 2009 and 2014 
are likely to exceed existing records.  
 

However, the Hadley Centre researchers 
said that the influence of natural climatic 
variations were likely to dampen the ef-
fects of emissions from human activities 
between now and 2009.  
 

But over the decade as a whole, they pro-
ject the global average temperature in 
2014 to be 0.3C warmer than 2004.  
Currently, 1998 is the warmest year on 
record, when the global mean surface 
temperature was 14.54C (58.17F).  
Doug Smith, a climate scientist at the 
Hadley Centre, explained how the new 
model differed from existing ones.  
 

"On a 10-year timescale, both natural in-
ternal variability and the global warming 
signal (human induced climate change) 
are important; whereas looking out to 
2100, only the global warming signal will 
dominate."  
 

The latest assessment from the Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC), said that human activity was 
"very likely" causing the world to warm, 
and predicted the global average tempera-
ture were probably going to increase by 
1.8-4.0C (3.2-7.2F) by the end of the cen-
tury. "It is the same model as used in the 
latest IPCC report's predictions for the 
coming century, but the difference is that 
it starts from the real observed status of 
the ocean and the atmosphere," Dr Smith, 
the paper's lead author, explained.  

 

"Greenhouse gases and aerosols are also 
included, but it is really trying to predict 
any [natural] variability on top of that.  
 

"We start with the present state of the 
ocean, and we try to predict how it is go-
ing to evolve," he told BBC News. The 
model, called the Decadal Climate Predic-
tion System (DePreSys), is based on a 
well established climate model already 
used by Hadley Centre scientists. 
 

But in order to offer a projection for the 
coming decade rather than a century 
ahead, it also assesses the current state of 
the oceans and atmosphere. This allows 
the researchers to predict how natural 
shifts, such as the El Nino phenomenon in 
the eastern Pacific and the North Atlantic 
Oscillation, will affect the global climate 
system.  
 

They hope this data, when combined with 
projections of greenhouse gas and aerosol 
emissions from fossil fuels and volcanic 
eruptions, will present one of the most 
detailed outlooks to date.  
 

"One reason why the 10-year projection 
has not been done before is because the 
ocean has traditionally had very poor ob-
servational coverage," Dr Smith said.  
"They been very sparse and a little bit 
"noisy" so they have been difficult to in-
terpret what the real temperatures were 
over large parts of the ocean."  
 

However, recent improvements in data 
collection from satellites and in-situ in-
struments have allowed climatologists to 
improve their understanding of how ocean 
dynamics influence the climate system.  
He added that decadal outlooks would 
provide businesses and politicians with 
meaningful information.  
 

"Nearly all businesses have to make deci-
sions on that sort of timescale; they plan 
for the next five to ten years. "The climate 
has already changed, and it is continuing 
to change; people need the best informa-
tion available to help them adapt to these 
changes."  

Source: BBC News - 07/08/07 

Flexible paper 
batteries could 
meet the energy 
demands of the 
next generation 
of gadgets, says 
a team of researchers.  
 

They have produced a sample 
slightly larger than a postage 
stamp that can release about 2.3 
volts, enough to illuminate a 
small light.  
 

But the ambition is to produce 
reams of paper that could one day 
power a car.  
 

Professor Robert Linhardt, of the 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, 
said the paper battery was a 
glimpse into the future of power 
storage.  
 

The team behind the versatile 
paper, which stores energy like a 
conventional battery, says it can 
also double as a capacitor capable 
of releasing sudden energy bursts 
for high-power applications.  
 

While a conventional battery 
contains a number of separate 
components, the paper battery 
integrates all of the battery com-
ponents in a single structure, 
making it more energy efficient.  
 

Batteries and capacitors are being 
steadily improved, but electricity 
storage is much more difficult 
and expensive than liquid fuels 
and probably will be so forever," 
he said.  
 

"The world is not going to 
change as a result of this new 
invention any time soon."  
 

Professor Linhardt admitted that 
the new battery is still some way 
from the commercial market.  
 

"The devices we're making are 
only a few inches across. We 
would have to scale up to sheets 
of newspaper size to make it 
commercially viable," he said.  

 
Source: BBC News - 14/08/07 
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The HEAT Project is trying it’s very best to 
contact the most vulnerable people in the 
UK, but we cannot do it all on our own; can 
you help? There are many ways in which we 
can target this group with the simplest and 
easiest being a benefit mail out.  
 

The HEAT Project has access to MIL-
LIONS of pounds of funding, would you 
and your Council like access to it and help 
reduce and eradicate fuel poverty in your 
district? 
 

The service we provide is totally FREE; we 
will design the letters in discussion with 
yourselves, and pay for all the printing and 
postal costs.  
 

We have found that sending out a letter ad-
dressed personally to the householder and 

carries the councils logo produces a much 
higher response rate than ordinary mailings.   
 

The freepost reply slips and telephone calls 
are dealt with effectively and efficiently by 
our highly trained Energy Advisors and at 
the end of the exercise we will supply you 
with a comprehensive record of works com-
pleted. 
 

The HEAT Project will also refer all Warm-
front and HEES eligible customers to EAGA 
for additional grants for heating repairs and 
new installations so that all vulnerable 
householders can benefit from grant aid. 
 
Contact us 0870 442 7601 for further infor-
mation or email Jennie Butcher  
jennie@enactenergy.com 
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RSL Grant Funding... 
 

The majority of RSL funding through 
the utility companies has been allocated 
but Enact still has access to MIL-
LIONS of Pounds of RSL funding. 
 

Enact can not only access funding for 
Registered Social Landlords but can also 
provide project management services to 
oversee the installation process. 
 

Our services are free to you and are pro-
vided on a no win no fee basis.   
 

Where homes have works installed under 
our management you will receive full data 
on your stock.  
 

Contractors are arranged and managed by 
Enact where required and works inde-
pendently monitored to ensure the highest 
level of quality.  
 

Please contact Paul Johnson on 0870 442 
7601 or email on paul@enactenergy.com 
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Enact Energy has had millions of pounds worth of funding this year alone, which is set to rise in April 2008 when the Carbon 
Emissions Reduction Target (CERT) begins on another 3 year cycle of energy efficiency grant aid. CERT will concentrate on 
providing Carbon savings rather than energy savings which has been the driving force behind the previous EEC schemes.  
 

The Government has highlighted the greater need to provide more funding so under CERT all empty cavities can potentially 
be filled by 2011, this will also include any remaining virgin lofts and more grant funding towards loft top ups.  
 
The Heat Project has delivered energy savings towards HECA targets through grants for loft and cavity wall insulation as well 
as renewable schemes for solar thermal, solar PV, ground source heat pumps and wind turbines. In fact the HEAT Project was 
designed by local authorities for local authorities so a lot of the schemes that we design and operate are born from local au-
thority requirements and needs.  
 

We also operate additional schemes on behalf of LA’s so that they can contribute to the cost of measures for over 60’s or 
where householders are on low incomes but do not claim benefits to enable them to have the works for free. 
 

Enact has also worked closely with the PCT’s in the UK, setting up a referral network for Doctors so they can ‘prescribe’ en-
ergy saving measures to help improve a patients health. We also work in partnership with EAGA where we refer householders 
to Warmfront for heating measures or for insulation measures where we cannot provide funding. 
 

 

The Benefits: 
 

We guarantee Millions of pounds to spend until 2011 and we will do all of the work on your behalf. All we ask in return for 
all of this is that you endorse the scheme throughout the proposed mailings with the use of your logo which will be used on 
our letters and your local authority name used in press release coverage in your area. 
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· NO financial cost to your Local Authority 
· Free marketing such as blanket mailshots through 

the Royal Mail 
· Free mailings targeting Benefit recipients 
· Free press release campaigns 
· Monthly update reports on progress 
· Full end of year Report 

· Free phone number to our Energy Advice Team 
· Online applications 
· Independent physical monitoring of 5% of all 

work 
· 20% householder satisfaction monitoring 
· Free referrals to HEES Wales 
· Experienced track record of delivery 


