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The Budget - 2009  
Building a Low -Carbon 

Recovery  
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Let us know your 
views on the  
articles featured in 
HECA News and if you have any 
suggestions. 
Email your bright ideas to:  
LucyW@enactenergy.com  

What do you think?  

HECA News  
April 2009  

At a Glance:  
 

¶ Britain commits to cut carbon 
emissions by 34% by 2020 

 

¶ An extra £1bn to help combat 
climate change by supporting low
-carbon industries 

 

¶ £525m for offshore wind projects 
over the next two years 

 

¶ £435m support for energy 
efficiency schemes for homes, 
firms and public buildings  

 

¶ £405m to encourage low-carbon 
energy and advanced green 
manufacturing  

 
Source: BBC, 22/04/09  

The Chancellor Alistair Darling has 
announced the 2009 Budget, which sets 
the worldôs first carbon budgets, as 
required by the new Climate Change Act. 
  

The Government has announced over 
£1.4 billion  additional targeted support 
for the low-carbon sector. 

This compromises: 
 

¶ £365 million for energy and 
resource efficiency in 
business, public buildings 
and households over next two 
years , of which:  

 

- £100 million extra is for improving 
the insulation of 150,000 homes in the 
social sector through óDecent Homesô 
 

- £100 million , as part of the new 
housing package, for the construction of 
new homes at higher energy efficiency 
standards 
 

- £100  million for low cost loans for 
SMEs through the Carbon Trust 
 

- £65m  energy efficiency in public 
buildings  
 

¶ £405 million  to support the 
 development of a world -
 leading low -carbon and 
 advanced green 
 manufacturing sector in the 
 UK  

 

¶  £60 million to fund 
 engineering and design 
 studies for carbon capture 
 and storage  
 

¶ £70 million to support 
 decentralised small -scale and 
 community low - carbon 
 energy  

 

¶ £525 million uplift in 
investment support 
(2011 to 2014) through 
the Renewables 
Obligation, for 
offshore wind 
projects (financially 
closing within 2yrs).  

Continued on page 2...  

CESP: Do you fully understand 
the Governmentôs consultation 
on the new Community Energy 
Saving Programme?  
 
Visit our stand at the CAN 
conference on 14th & 15th 
May to find out what itôs 
really all about!  
 
Donôt forget to complete our 
HECA survey and send us your 
name suggestions to receive 
your FREE Enact produced  
summarised CESP 
consultation papers ! 

mailto:info@enactenergy.com
mailto:LucyW@enactenergy.com


¶ £120 million to bring an 
estimated 12,000 properties up 
to the Decent Homes standard 

¶ £180 million to be spent on 
critical regeneration through the 
Homes and Communities Agency 
and the Regional Development 
Agencies (RDAs) 

¶ £150 million to fund additional 
investment in homes for social 
rent.  

 
Carbon budgets  
A Carbon budget, the world's first, as 
required by the new Climate Change 
Act, has set a legally binding 34% 
reduction in emissions by 2020 with 
respect to 1990 levels to put the UK on 
track to meet an 80 per cent reduction 
in emissions by 2050. 
 
Energy & Climate Change Strategy  
In the summer, as required by the 
Climate Change Act, the Government 
will publish an Energy and Climate 
Change Strategy, setting out the 
policies that will deliver these budgets, 
and continuing progress towards 2050 
goals. The strategy will strengthen the 
long-term policy framework, taking 
account of recent consultations on heat 
and energy saving, renewable energy 
and zero-carbon homes. 
 
Renewables  

¶ The UK renewable and energy 
projects stand to benefit from up to £4 
billion of new capital from the 
European Investment Bank, removing 
blockages in project financing; 

¶ An additional £45 million for small
-scale renewable electricity and heat 
technologies, primarily through the 
Low-Carbon Buildings Programme. 

¶ Extending support for combined 
heat and power through climate change 

levy 
exemptions, 
helping bring 
forward £2.5 
billion of 
investment 
and 3 GW of 
capacity by 
2015, and 
supporting 
employment. 
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Also included is more funding for  
small-scale renewable and 
community energy schemes, new 
funding for up to four carbon capture 
and storage projects, and growth in 
employment within the 
environmental goods and services 
sector, of up to 1.3 million by 2015, an 
increase of 400,000 from today.  
 
For full details of the Budget 2009 
visit:  
http://www.hm -treasury.gov.uk/
bud_bud09_repindex.htm   
(in particular Chapter 7)  
 

Source: EEPH, 22/04/09  

EU Extends Energy 

Efficient Housing 

Funding Across Region  

The European Parliament has 
approved an extension of the ECôs 
funding for energy efficiency 
housing to all members.  

What do you think?  
If you want to make a comment on 
the above article, or any item covered 
in this issue, email us at:  
LucyW@enactenergy.com  

Views on the News...  

Enactôs Viewpoint... 
Following speculation 
of plans for a ógreen 
recoveryô, the budget 
announcement is 

certainly welcomed, and solidifies 
future commitment to development 
in such a critical sphere.  
 
An energy efficiency focus will not 
only  help reduce the ever worrying 
CO2 emissions and our impact on the 
planet, but should simultaneously 
help bring us out of recession.  
 
By creating new jobs in the 
environmental sector, and by 
supporting low -carbon industries, the 
Government is helping people help 
the planet. 
 
Significant investment into 
renewable projects is also an exciting 
prospect, and certainly the key to a 
óclean energyô future.  
 
The UK is taking a strategic and long-
term approach to the problem of 
climate change, creating ambitious, 
but hopefully achievable, time 
specific goals....  
...And following this announcement, 
we should be all the more motivated 
to reach them.  

The European Regional Development 
Fund (ERDF), which supports energy 
efficiency and renewable energy 
projects, currently only covers the 12 
countries that joined the EU between 
2004 and 2007.  
 
New rules will allow all member states 
to use the ERDF to invest in 
installation of renewable energy such 
as solar panels or retrofitting homes 
with insulation, and efficient boilers.  
 
Member states are limited to spend 4% 
of their ERDF allocation on such 
schemes, with new EU countries able 
to increase their spending to 6%.  
 
The changes also relax the rules about 
applying the funds only to low -income 
households. National governments will 
now be able to decide for themselves 
which categories of housing should be 
eligible.  
 
French MEP Jean-Marie Beaupuy 
commented: 
ñThere are 30 million residences in 
Europe which have leaky roofs and 
humidity in the walls. With the ú8 
billion which we want to release from 
the ERDF, we will be able to rectify the 
problem in approx. 1 million housesò. 
 
The EU estimates it could save around 
28% energy in the building sector by 
2020.  
For further information you can visit: 
www.europarl.europa.eu/  

Source: Energy Efficiency News, 
07/04/09  

http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/bud_bud09_repindex.htm
http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/bud_bud09_repindex.htm
mailto:LucyW@enactenergy.com
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/


¶ Householders are enthusiastic 
and positive about the concept 
of a 'Great British Refurb' 
- increased energy efficiency, 
whole-house eco-makeovers & 
energy generation through 
microrenewables 

¶ People want strong leadership 
from Government, with set 
goals and targets, and a clear 
explanation of what is needed 
from individuals, 
communities and business 

¶ Individuals need help with the 
up-front costs of 
decarbonising their homes 
through loans and grants - 
and want fair targets which 
account for the diversity of  
the UK housing stock 

¶ Opposition to large-scale 
renewable energy projects is 
significantly reduced once 
aware of the energy and 
climate change challenges 
facing the UK 

More information and a copy of the 
report is available at: 
http://www.bigenergyshift.org.uk  
 
Findings will be released 
in the coming weeks. 
Source: NDS, 20/04/09  

The research, released by the 
Department of Energy and Climate 
Change (DECC), comes ahead of the 
Chancellor setting out the caps for the 
UK's first 3 carbon budgets.  
 
Under the UK Government's 'Great 
British Refurb'  plans, at least seven 
million homes will have been offered 
'whole-house' upgrades with energy 
efficiency and micro-generation 
technologies by 2020, and every home 
by 2030 - virtually eliminating carbon 
emissions from our homes.  
 
The changes will also help keep 
consumers save money on their energy 
bills.  
 
Research conducted by Ipsos MORI (a 
leading research company) found 
householders are willing to play their 
part in tackling climate change and 
decarbonising our energy supply.  
 
As part of the 'Big Energy Shift' 
engagement process, householders in 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland 
were asked for their opinions and 
ideas on the challenges facing us - with 
the results forming part of the 
Government's long-term Heat and 
Energy Saving Strategy and Renewable 
Energy Strategy.  
 
Energy and Climate Change Secretary  
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UK Public Backs the 
Need for a 'Great British 

Refurb.'  

Ed Miliband said:  

"We spoke to citizens around the nation 
and found that there is a strong desire 
for Government action.  
 
People are enthusiastic and positive 
about the need for better energy 
efficiency in our homes and 
communities.  
 
They understand that the twin threats 
of climate change and security of supply 
means we have to get serious about 
developing alternative, low-carbon 
sources of energy. 

The Government wants to make these 
changes as simple and affordable as 
possible for householders - and we want 
people to have a say in the process.  
 
That's why we've been holding 
householder consultations with 
ordinary citizens coming together to 
discuss the challenges we face, look at 
examples of energy efficiency and micro
-generation in nearby homes in their 
neighbour-hood, and come up with 
ideas and suggestions for Government 
to follow.  
 
Today, we're bringing together Big 
Energy Shift participants from across 
the country to share their experience 
and ideas, and to tell me what they 
think the Government needs to be doing 
in order to encourage everyone to play 
their part in the fight.  
 
We're listening to what people think 
and responding to their suggestionsò. 

The initial findings by Ipsos MORI, 
released today, show that: 

¶ Householders are concerned 
about climate change and energy 
security/affordability - and 
recognise that we can't rely on a 
'business as usual' approach.  

New research reveals there is 
strong support among the UK 
public, at deliberative research 
events, in favour of ambitious 
Government action to 
decarbonise the nation's housing 
stock.  

HECA News  
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ñPEOPLE ARE ENTHUSIASTIC 
AND POSITIVE ABOUT THE 

NEED FOR BETTER ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY IN OUR HOMES 

AND COMMUNITIESò 

New Efficiency 
Standards for 

Household Appliances 
to Save UK £150m  

Fridges, freezers, T.Vs, washing 
machines and circulators are to have 
minimum energy standards and 
energy labels following an EU ruling 
 
Together these measures will reduce 
CO2 emissions in the UK by around 
2 million tonnes per annum and will 
deliver a net benefit to the UK 
economy of around £150 million per 
annum, mostly in the form of 
reduced householders' annual 
energy bills.   

Source NDS, 01/04/09  

http://www.bigenergyshift.org.uk
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Please donôt forget to 
complete our HECA 
News Survey 
issued with this 
monthôs HECA News 
and send us your 
new newsletter name suggestions! 
 
In return for your valued feedback, 
donôt forget you will receive a FREE 
summary of the CESP consultation 
papers. Thank you!  

Tesco Home 
Insulation Service  

Regular meetings between Enact and 
Tesco ensure that the scheme is on 
course to meet its ambitious home 
insulation targets. Current plans  
include ensuring that there is a great in
-store presence, with leaflets easily 
accessible to existing Tesco customers.  
 
In addition, Tesco are currently making 
a big investment in the home insulation 
website, specifically search engine 
optimisation (SEO), to ensure that 
communication through this media is 
effective, and reaching a continuously 
growing audience.  
Visit: www.tesco.com/insulation  

 
Heat Project  
Despite the  transition to 
Spring, and enjoyment of 

nicer weather, people are still thinking 
about their homes and the many ways 
in which they can save money as 
Britain still sits heavily in recession.  
The Heat Project has been ticking over 
nicely, illustrative of consumers 
continuous desires to save carbon, and 
of course money.  
Visit: www.heatproject.co.uk  

 
Green Project  
Activity in Australia is still 
ófull steam aheadô as 

awareness of the Green Project rises 
and Enact Oz grows and establishes 
itself. A move of office premises is 
imminent for the team, and creation of 
new offices across Australia is reflective 
of continuous expansion. 
Visit: www.greenproject.com.au 
 

Awards...  
Enact is excited to be involved in a 
number of upcoming awards. 
 
H&V News Awards - 
30th April  
Enact will be at the 
Grosvenor House Hotel 
in London, to enjoy a 
óglitzyô evening at the 
óIndustry Oscarsô in 
anticipation of the óPartnering 
Initiativeô award, for which Enact 
and Tesco have been shortlisted. 
 
Cornwall Business Awards  
14th May  
Enact is delighted to have been 
shortlisted for the  óBusiness 
Innovation of the Yearô. 
 
Environment and Energy Awards 
19th May  
Another welcomed achievement... 
being shortlisted at this yearôs awards 
in the óNQA Environmental  
Leadership Award for Cultural 
Changeô category.  
 
Price Waterhouse Coopers South 
West Business of the Year Awards 
24th June  
Enact is thrilled with this shortlisting,    
which recognises the companyôs 
ongoing hard work and success. 
 

For Charity...  
Following Enactôs fundraising 
achievements for Comic Relief, the 
team is continuing its charitable 
efforts:  
  
Race for Life  
17th May & 3rd June  
A team of Enact ladies will embark on 
the very scenic 5km Race for Life in 
Falmouth, Cornwall, on 17th May, 
and a couple of ladies will complete 
the race in Penzance, on 3rd June.    
 
Great Manchester Run - 17th May  
While the girls take on the Falmouth 
challenge, Enact assessor Tungie 
Asgill will be covering twice as much 
ground, over a tough 10km course! 

Enact Energy News  

Upcoming Events  

 

 

Conferences...  
Carbon Action 
Network Conference 
14th & 15th May  
Five members of the 
Enact team, comprising 
Directors and Managers, 

will be attending, and exhibiting, at the 
CAN  (formerly HECA) 2009 
conference, taking place at the Queens 
Hotel in Leeds. 
 
The team looks forward to making new 
contacts, and nurturing existing 
relationships over the two days, 
supporting energy efficiency 
improvements in the community and 
uniting with others to make a big 
difference to the environment and the 
fight against fuel poverty.  We hope to 
see some of you there! 
 

Kirklees Council 
Tackling Climate 

Change Open Days  
2nd & 3rd June  
Kirklees Council are holding a 
conference at the University of 
Huddersfield, for people interested in 
tackling climate change through 
methods that have long term economic 
and social benefits. 
 
The conference is aimed at numerous 
sectors, including LAs, and is likely to 
be of particular interest to those in 
housing, climate change, waste, fuel 
poverty and energy management.  
 
The two days will be a varied mixture 
of keynote speakers, seminars, site 
visits, and an interactive exhibition.  
 
The cost is £35 per day, or £15 if  you 
represent the voluntary sector or a 
business in the Kirklees district.  
 
Visit  www.kirklees.gov.uk/
climateconference09 for more 
information.  
 
Alternatively, contact: 
Lisa Herron, Environment Officer at: 
lisa.herron@kirklees.gov.uk or  
Allison Porter, Environment Assistant 
at: allison.porter@kirklees.gov.uk    

For more information on our services 
please call us on 0870 442 7601 , 
view www.enactenergy.com, or email 
us at info@enactenergy.com 

Reminder  

http://www.tesco.com/insulation
mailto:lisa.herron@kirklees.gov.uk
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